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	General German
Workers' Association
 Allgemeiner Deutscher Arbeiter-Verein


	Founder	Ferdinand Lassalle
	Founded	23 May 1863; 160 years ago (23 May 1863)
	Dissolved	May 1875; 148 years ago (May 1875)
	Merged into	Social Democratic Party of Germany
	Headquarters	Berlin
Leipzig  (since 1868)
	Newspaper	Der Sozial-Demokrat
Der Agitator
Neuer Social-Demokrat
	Membership	15,000
	Ideology	Social democracy
Lassallism
	Political position	Left-wing
	Colors	  Red
		Politics of Germany
	Political parties
	Elections





The General German Workers' Association (German: Allgemeiner Deutscher Arbeiter-Verein, ADAV) was a German political party founded on 23 May 1863 in Leipzig, Kingdom of Saxony by Ferdinand Lassalle. It was the first organized mass working-class party in European history.[1]

The organization existed by this name until 1875, when it combined with the Social Democratic Workers' Party of Germany (SDAP) to form the Socialist Workers' Party of Germany. This unified organization was renamed soon thereafter the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD), which presently remains in existence and dates its origins to the founding of the ADAV. Its Austrian part would become the SPÖ.

The ADAV was the first German Labour Party, formed in Prussia prior to the establishment of the German Empire. It was active in the German Confederation, which included the Austrian Empire.[2]








Organizational history[edit]

Establishment[edit]

[image: ]Ferdinand Lassalle, founder of the ADAV
The ADAV was founded in Leipzig by Ferdinand Lassalle and twelve delegates from some of the most important cities in Germany, namely Barmen, Dresden, Düsseldorf, Elberfeld, Frankfurt am Main, Hamburg, Harburg, Cologne, Leipzig, Mainz and Solingen.

The ADAV sought to advance the interests of the working class and to work for the establishment of socialism by the use of electoral politics.[3] Lassalle acted as president from 23 May 1863 until his death in a duel on 31 August 1864.

The unofficial organ of the ADAV was the newspaper Der Sozial-Demokrat (The Social Democrat),[3] launching publication in Berlin on 15 December 1864.[4] The publication initially won promises of editorial contributions from the radical exiles Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, but the pair soon disfavored the notion owing to the allegiance of the Sozial-Demokrat and the ADAV to the memory and ideas of their nemesis Lassalle.[5]


Development[edit]

The ADAV had its first congress, called a General Assembly, in Düsseldorf on 27 December 1864.[6] Marx and his associates had hoped that this gathering would cause the organization to join the newly established International Workingmen's Association (First International), which they helped manage, but the gathering did not discuss affiliation, further disaffecting Marx from the group.[6]

Wilhelm Liebknecht was a member until 1865, but as the ADAV tried to cooperate with Otto von Bismarck's government, for example on the question of women's suffrage, Liebknecht became disillusioned with the association. He had been writing for Der Sozial-Demokrat, but as a result of disagreement with the newspaper's Prussia-friendly rhetoric he quit the organization to establish the Saxon People's Party along with August Bebel. In 1869, Liebknecht became a co-founder of the SDAP in Eisenach as a branch of the International Workingmen's Association.

Liebknecht was to meet again with his old ADAV colleagues as the lack of support for the ADAV caused them to join forces with Liebknecht's SDAP in 1875.


Merger and legacy[edit]

Together with the SDAP, the ADAV formed the Socialist Workers' Party of Germany at the Socialist Unity Conference in Gotha. The manifesto of the new organization was the Gotha Program, which urged "universal, equal, direct suffrage".

In 1890, the party was renamed the Social Democratic Party of Germany and it still exists under this name. The SDP now dates its origins to the founding of the ADAV and celebrated its 150th anniversary in the spring of 2013.[7]


Lasallean General German Workers' Association[edit]

The Lasallean General German Workers' Association (LADAV) was a short-lived splinter party founded by Sophie von Hatzfeldt and Friedrich Wilhelm Emil Försterling  in June 1867. Despite success when Försterling gained the Reichstag seat for the Chemnitz Reichstag constituency in the August 1867 election, the party passed out of existence after Försterling resigned his seat in April 1870 and died in 1872.[8]


Presidents[edit]

	Ferdinand Lassalle (23 May 1863 – 31 August 1864)
	Otto Dammer (1 September 1864 – 2 November 1864)
	Bernhard Becker (2 November 1864 – 21 November 1869)
	Friedrich Wilhelm Fritzsche (21–30 November 1865)
	Hugo Hillmann (30 November – 31 December 1865)
	Carl Wilhelm Tölcke (1 January – 18 June 1866
	August Perl (18 June 1866 – 19 May 1867)
	Johann Baptist von Schweitzer (20 May 1867 – 30 June 1871)
	Fritz Mende (24 June – 4 July 1869)
	Wilhelm Hasenclever (1 July 1871 – 25 May 1875)
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Political parties in Germany until the end of World War I

	Socialist	
	General German Workers' Association (ADAV)
	Social Democratic Workers' Party of Germany (SDAP)
	Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD)
	Independent Social Democratic Party of Germany (USPD)
	Majority Social Democratic Party of Germany (MSPD)




	Catholic	
	Centre Party (Zentrum)




	Liberal	
	Social liberal	
	German Progress Party (DFP)
	Democratic People's Party (DVP)
	German People's Party (DtVP)
	Liberal Union (LV)
	German Free-minded Party (DFsP)
	Free-minded People's Party (FVP)
	Free-minded Union (FV)
	National-Social Association (NSV)
	Democratic Union (DV)
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	National liberal	
	National Liberal Party (NLP)
	Imperial Liberal Party (LRP)







	Conservative	
	Free Conservative Party (FKP)
	German Conservative Party (DkP)
	Christian Social Party (CSP)
	German Fatherland Party
	Conservative Party (Prussia)




	Antisemitic	
	German Reform Party (DRP)
	German Social Party (DSP)
	German Social Reform Party (DSRP)
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	Saxon People's Party
	German-Hanoverian Party (DHP)
	Bavarian Peasants' League (BB)
	Polish Party
	Danish Party










	Authority control databases [image: Edit this at Wikidata]

	International	
	ISNI
	VIAF




	National	
	France
	BnF data
	Germany
	Israel
	Czech Republic




	Other	
	IdRef











[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=General_German_Workers%27_Association&oldid=1214329845"

					Categories: 	Communism in Germany
	Defunct socialist parties in Germany
	Political parties established in 1863
	Social democratic parties in Germany
	Political parties of the German Empire
	1875 disestablishments in Germany
	Social Democratic Party of Germany
	Ferdinand Lassalle
	1863 establishments in Germany
	Political parties disestablished in 1875
	Political parties of Prussia


Hidden categories: 	CS1 German-language sources (de)
	Articles with short description
	Short description matches Wikidata
	Articles containing German-language text
	Articles with ISNI identifiers
	Articles with VIAF identifiers
	Articles with BNF identifiers
	Articles with BNFdata identifiers
	Articles with GND identifiers
	Articles with J9U identifiers
	Articles with NKC identifiers
	Articles with SUDOC identifiers




				
			
			
		
		
			

		 This page was last edited on 18 March 2024, at 08:29 (UTC).
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 4.0;
additional terms may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.



		Privacy policy
	About Wikipedia
	Disclaimers
	Contact Wikipedia
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]





		

	 
 

		
		

Toggle limited content width








